For inclusion as a special clause in minor quotation contracts (Building & Construction) . This replaces all other OH&S requirements/clauses in minor works (Major works are covered by the new Section 168).

0.1
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY MANAGEMENT

(a)
Outline


The management of Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S) by the Contractor is a key requirement of the Contract.  The objectives are to:


•
provide and maintain a safe work environment;


•
provide and maintain safe plant, systems of work, safe access and egress;


•
provide for safety and health in the use, handling, storage or transport of plant or substances;


•
provide suitable instruction, training and supervision; and


•
provide and maintain adequate facilities.

(b)
General


The Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all necessary approvals and for the co-ordination, implementation and other arrangements associated with site safety.

Where the Contractor, and others engaged by VicRoads, are carrying out work on a site, the Superintendent will arrange co‑ordination of the parties to ensure that the relevant safety issues are reviewed and that all appropriate measures are implemented.  When requested by the Superintendent, the Contractor shall attend any such meetings convened by VicRoads for the purpose of reviewing OH&S matters relative to the conduct of the work.


Where differences of opinion arise between the Contractor and VicRoads over the adequacy of any safety provision, the Victorian WorkCover Authority shall be requested to resolve the issue.

(c)
Safe Work Method Statement and Declaration

The Contractor shall prepare a Safe Work Method Statement (SWMS) that demonstrates for each stage of the Works compliance with the requirements of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, its Regulations and the requirements of the ‘VicRoads Contractor Safe Work Method Statement Checklist’ (VCSWMSC) as appended to this specification.


The Contractor shall undertake a risk/hazard assessment of each site/work activity to determine the risks and treatments required to eliminate, or significantly reduce so far as is reasonably practicable, those risks/hazards.  The details of the risk/hazard assessment shall be recorded in the Safe Work Method Statement, highlighting work activities that are considered ‘high risk’. 


The contractor shall prepare a SWMS that shall include but not be limited to:



(i)
addressing /responding to the requirements of the VCSWMSC included in this specification;



(ii)
identifying procedures and responsibilities for the preparation, implementation and verification of the SWMS and thereafter for its monitoring and amendment;



(iii)
identifying procedures and responsibilities to ensure that all personnel involved with the preparation and implementation of the SWMS are appropriately trained, experienced and supervised;



(iv)
identifying procedures to ensure that the public is not exposed to any health or safety risks/hazards as a result of the Contractor’s operations;



(v)
identifying a procedure for securing the site and immediately reporting to the Superintendent and Worksafe any:




•
accident or incident that is prescribed under the Occupational Health and Safety Act;




•
Worksafe Field Report, Worksafe Improvement Notice or Worksafe Prohibition Notice issued by Worksafe;




•
Employee Provisional Improvement Notice (PIN) issued by an OH&S Representative;



(vi)
emergency contacts including emergency services and other relevant authorities;



(vii)
arrangements to ensure that subcontractors comply with the requirements of the SWMS.

HP

The Contractor shall, not less than 5 working days prior to commencing work, submit to the Superintendent:

· a Safe Work Method Statement; and
· a completed and signed SWMS Declaration by an owner/Senior Manager of the Company.  The SWMS Declaration shall be in accordance with the proforma included in the appendices of this Specification.


Any major amendment(s) to the SWMS after submission of the signed Declaration shall be referred for endorsement by the same authority that signed the original declaration.
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